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CONTEMPORARY HISTORY

Cruel Nazi terror

By accident, Sigrid Falkenstein discovers a family
secret: Anna was mentally handicapped; she was a
victim of the Nazis’ »mercy killings« and died in the gas
chamber of Grafeneck. When Sigrid Falkenstein finds
her aunt’s name on a list of killings on the internet, she
begins to investigate. With the help of the collective
memories of the family, old photographs and the exa-
mination of old patient files, she reconstructs Anna’s
tragic life story in order to be able to integrate it into
a wider context with the aid of psychiatrist Frank
Schneider. Anna’s death stands for the mass murder of
about 300,000 mentally ill and mentally and physically
disabled people who were annihilated due to racial
and hereditary cleansing. A very moving book and a
haunting reminder of the past.

Sigrid Falkenstein,
bornin 1946, has been
living in Berlin, where
she works as a teacher,
since 1971. She is very
committed to com-
memorating the vic-
tims of what the Nazi’s
termed »euthanasia«
and also works closely with the Topography of Terror Documentation
Center (www.topograhpie.de). Read more on www.sigrid-falken-
stein.de. Prof Dr Dr Frank Schneider, MD, was born in 1958, and has
a PhD in Social Sciences. He is the medical director of the department
of psychiatry, psychotherapy, and psychosomatics at the University
Hospital Aachen, Germany. Accounting for the history of his own pro-
fession is a concern very close to his heart.
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